[Decrease of CD16 antigen density on granulocytes in chronic myeloid leukemia].
We examined the fluorescence intensity of CD16 antigen, which represents the density of CD16 antigen, on granulocytes by flow cytometry in 15 healthy subjects and 15 patients with neutrophilia due to inflammatory diseases and 10 patients with chronic myeloid leukemia (CML). The fluorescence intensity of CD16 antigen was significantly lower in patients with CML than in healthy subjects and also than in patients with neutrophilia. These data indicate that 1) density of CD16 antigen on granulocytes decrease in CML, and 2) analysis on the density of granulocyte CD16 antigen is useful for differential diagnosis of CML from inflammatory diseases with neutrophilia.